23 August 2023
Subject: Urgent Appeal Regarding Unofficial Travel Restrictions on Our Relatives

We, the undersigned individuals and concerned citizens, are writing to bring to your attention
a grave matter that is affecting the fundamental human rights of our relatives and loved ones.
We seek your intervention and assistance in addressing a deeply concerning issue that has
been plaguing our lives and those of our dear ones.

We understand that the Saudi Human Rights Commission is committed to upholding and
safeguarding the basic rights and freedoms of all individuals. It is in this spirit that we have
approached you, multiple times, seeking your support in rectifying an injustice that has caused
immense distress to our families. We have gathered and joined forces, hoping that this time
our plea will be heard.

As a reminder, our relatives have been subjected to a travel ban without any legal justification
or formal decision. They find out about the restriction only when at the border, whether (car or
plane). Our relatives have not committed any wrong and their criminal records report certifies
that the ban is arbitrary.

This unwarranted restriction has left us bewildered, and deeply concerned about the well-
being of our loved ones. Despite knocking on the doors of various institutions and authorities
(see annex), our efforts to find a solution have been in vain. We firmly believe that every
individual has the right to freedom of movement, as enshrined in various international human
rights instruments, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This fundamental
right is integral to the overall well-being and development of individuals and society as a whole.
The imposition of travel bans without any legal basis not only violates these established rights
but also creates an environment of fear and mistrust, which could impact the reputation of the
country as a whole.

Our relatives have been left without recourse, unable to pursue their dreams, visit their
families, or even access necessary medical treatment abroad. This situation has had a
profound impact on their mental and emotional well-being, as well as on the unity of our
families.

It is now past time that the Human Rights Commission assumes its responsibility and takes
immediate action in investigating the circumstances surrounding these unjust travel
restrictions.

We urge you to use your influence and authority to facilitate the lifting of these bans, ensuring
that our relatives can exercise their right to travel freely and without discrimination.

Lina al-Hathloul
Abdullah al-Odah
Khalid al-Jabri
Nasser al-Qarni
Foz al-Oteibi
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