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Statement at 49th session of the UN Human Rights Council
Item 4: General Debate

Speaker: Abdullah al-Jureiwi

Thank you, Mr. President.

This is a joint statement.*

Since the last UN Human Rights Council joint statement on human rights in Saudi Arabia in
September 2020, the situation in the country has deteriorated.

Although a number of high-profile women human rights defenders and prisoners of conscience
were conditionally released, they remain under severe restrictions which mean that they are not
yet free.

Furthermore, as documented by ALQST for Human Rights, the Gulf Centre for Human Rights,
and other NGOs, the Saudi authorities resumed their habitual pattern of abuses with renewed
intensity throughout 2021. This includes:

Ongoing arbitrary arrests and detention of people peacefully exercising their fundamental rights;

Cases of deliberate medical and administrative neglect leading to deaths in detention, including
the murder in jail of Musa al-Qarni in October 2021;

Lengthy prison sentences handed down to numerous peaceful critics for exercising their basic
rights, including a 20-year sentence for humanitarian worker Abdulrahman al-Sadhan; and

67 individuals executed during the year, more than twice as many as in 2020, and over 90
individuals have been executed in 2022 alone, following the mass execution of 81 men on 12
March.

Saudi Arabia has refused to address the repeated calls by UN Special Procedures and over 40
States at the Council in March 2019, September 2019 and September 2020, demonstrating its
lack of political will to genuinely improve the human rights situation and to engage constructively
with the Council. Based on objective criteria, we reiterate our call on the Council to establish a
monitoring and reporting mechanism on the human rights situation in Saudi Arabia.

L ALQST for Human Rights, Gulf Centre for Human Rights, International Service for Human Rights.


https://www.alqst.org/en/post/HRC45-joint-statement?fbclid=IwAR3ICQy1kNZMKJ0OxhEQ3VFHqqPCJGEpHsHXvkizFbMsDWv8_cR5WobKA-8
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/saudi-arabia-woman-human-rights-defender-loujain-al-hathloul-home-not-free/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/saudi-arabia-woman-human-rights-defender-loujain-al-hathloul-home-not-free/
https://www.alqst.org/en/post/killing-of-jailed-reformer-musa-al-qarni-highlights-use-of-torture-in-saudi-prisons
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2678
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