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24™ July 2011
Mr Salil Shetty
Secretary General
Amnesty International
1 Easton Street
London WC 12X 0DW

Fan: +44-20-T79561157

Deear Sir,

We were disturbed to leamn from a third party on Thursday
afternoon that Amnesty International was publically circulating its
concerns about a draft law against terrorism which is currently under
discussion in the Majlis Al Shura (Consultative Council), Riyadh.

Surely, as o respected British-based organisation you should have
first approached the embassy here with your concemns before circulating
your interpretation to journalists, Would that not have been the ethical and
professional way to proceod? Amnesty's statement questions our ethics
and yet you appear to find it acceptable that you should proceed in what
seems to be an unethical way towards us.  This incident adds to our
concern that there is & campaign to malign Saudi Arabia in the media
merely with the sim of damaging the reputation of the Kingdom.

Your concerns about this draft law are haseless, mere supposition and
without foundation. However we would point out that Saudi Arabia is
determined to continue to tackle the threat of terrorism in the country.
Since 1995, the Kingdom has been struggling with domestic terrorism,
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only recently eradicating a number of Al-Oseda cells that took root in the country.
Before that time, many terronst acts occurmed across the Kingdom, killing scores of]
people and sowing fear, Today, thanks io the efforts of the security services as
well as the successful rehabilitation programs introduced by the Kingdom to
defeat the evil of terrorism, those cells are largely eradicated, The Kingdom's
anti-ternor campaign and rehabilitation programs bave been praised by the UN and
many other nations, However, regional unrest provides breeding grounds for new
threats. The continued growth of Al-Ouedn presents us with a serious challenge,
and policies that prevent this group from establishing an affiliated network in the

Kingdom are necessary.

The fight against terrorism requires appropriate legislation, which in
turn has to receive Consultative Council {Shura Council) approval, Your
organisation is wrong to suggest that this draft law contains provisions
that could be used to suppress dissent rather than against terrorist
activities. Even if the draft law were to be enacted (something in no way
guaranteed), a proper understanding of Saudi government and society
woald tell you that these concerns are misplaced, The notion that the
Kingdom would use these powers against ordinary citizens is
ludicrous and offensive, as anyone with a proper understanding of Sandi
government and the ethos of compromise in Saudi society would realise.
Had Ammnesty contacted the Embagsy, we could have explained to you
what the Consultative Council (Shura Council) is being asked 1o approve,
why thiz drafl law hasz been proposed and why il would never be used 1o
suppress dissent, &5 you suggest.

Moreower, it should be noded that there has been proper debaie
within Sawdi Arabia about th is draft law which gives judges discretion
over the reporting of the detention of a suspected terrorist and the
circumstances in which such a suspect can be held in prison prior to trial.
For those who work in counter-terrorism, the reasons for this are clear.
There are cases in which revealing that a suspect has been apprehended
could undermine an ongoing operation against a larger terrorist cell and
thus seriously damage counter-terrariam effiorts,
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